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SELECT LETTERS 


FROM SYED ABD-UL JULEEL TO HIS SON. 


PREFACE. 

The Author of these Letters, Syed Abd-ul Juleel, was horn at 
Belgram, in the province of Oude, A. H. 1071, or A. D. 1660. In 
A. H. 1111, he visited the camp of Aurungzebe, at Beejapoor ; and 
being presented to that monarch by Mirza Ali Beg, the royal intel- 
ligencer, obtained a Munsub and a Jageer, with the joint offices 
Bnkhshi and Wa-kia-nagur of Gujerat ; from which place he was 
removed to Bukhir, in Sind, with similar appointments. Through 
some intrigues of court, he was recalled from Bukhir ; but upon 
circumstances being explained to Ferukhseer, that monarch restored 
him in the most honorable manner ; and he was at length permitted 
to officiate by deputy, whilst himself remained at Delhi, until A. H. 
1 133, when he resigned in favour of his son. ^ 

Abd-ul Juleel died at Delhi on the 22nd of Rubbi us sani, A H# 
1138, aged sixty-seven years, and was interred at Belgram. 

The following letters, written by him to his son Meer Syed 
Mohammed, were arranged by the latter according to their respective 
dates, and put into the hands of his nephew, to improve him in 
epistolary composition. The style of the original Persian is perspi- 
cuous and correct, the manner forcible and impressive, and the 
interspersed anecdotes of the court of Delhi are highly interesting ; 
on all which accounts this collection is well calculated to improve the 
young student iu the Persian language ; as well as to afford enter- 
tainment to the English reader. 
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SELECT LETTERS 


OF 

SYED ABD-UL JULEEL. 


LETTER I. 

To my son of happy endowments, Meer Syed 
Mohammed; may the Supreme Being preserve him f 
after implorations for the prolongation of life, and for 
the increase of honors, and wishing for an interview, 
it is thus set forth : 

Your several letters, the last of which is dated the 
19th of the happy month of Kumzaii, in the 10th year 
of the reign, arrived in due order, and afforded me 
much satisfaction. At the joyful news of the payment 
of the debt incurred On your marriage, 1 returned 
i hunks unto Providence. I non understand, that 
through the divine favour, tins weighty business is 
completely settled. I was also delighted at what you 
wrote concerning your application to the study of Ara- 
bic. Cod grant, that during my life-time you may 
acquire all human perfections, that my eyes maybe 
enlightened thereby. I am exceedingly anxious to 
see you; but as the grant ol' my jageer is not yet 
come to hand, I am not satisfied with my present 
situation, and therefore in no hurry to send for you so 
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Jteltg a journey * Persevere in your studies, and as soon 
al^ ^irough the divine favour, I shall be satisfied in 
regafrS to^tlis Majesty’s intentions, and receive the 
grant of the jageer, some peons shall be despatched pur- 
posely to fetch you. When isend for you, then accord- 
ing to what you have written, our relation Sycd Ab- 
dul Wahed shall accompany, my house being his own. 
The book entitled Rozut un Nazir , which is a selection 
of Arabic and Persian poetry, is in the chest, which 
w as brought to our house from Gujerat. It is a very 
scarce book, on w hich account I did not venture to 
bring it along with me. I now want to know the 
contents. Take it out of the chest, and having 
shown it to my respected friend Mohammed To-fi-el, 
desire him, if he has leisure, to copy out the contents 
on a few leaves ; otherwise copy it carefully your- 
self, and after examining it, inclosef it in your letter, 
as it is very much wanted. On the subject of taking 
care of the books, what shall I write ? You know’ very 
well how fond 1 am of books, and w ith what labour and 
research I have formed this collection, and will there- 
fore be more careful and attentive to preserve them 
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than I could be myself. The respectable Mohammed 
To-fi-el bad of me a treatise entitled ke-le-ma-ti-yu-ba, 
in order to take a copy of it : when he lias done with 
it, place it carefully amongst the other books. 


LETTER II. 

To the prosperous youth of happy endowments, 
the fortunate Meer Syed Mohammed, may his life 
be prolonged ! health. After implorations for the 
prolongation of life, and for increase of honours, 
and anxious desire of an interview, which exceeds the 
bounds of expression ; be it thus known unto his 
precious mind. Your letters sent by Ferjam and 
llossein arrived successively, and delighted my heart 

i 

w ith the glad tidings of your welfare, for which God 
be praised. My anxiety to see you is beyond descrip- 
tion. ( Verse. ) “ I wrote a letter to you, and so 

powerful were the effects of my desire to see you, that 
1 almost made myself a line of my own letter.” 
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(Distich.) “ My heart and my sight fly separately 
towards you : although 1 am in a cage, I have wings 
and many feathers.” God grant this wish, which is the 
utmost of iny ambition. The particulars of this place 
you have learnt fully from my former letter, and from 
Mada-ree. I am by no means satisfied with remain- 
ing here : what may yet happen depends upon destiny. 
I have sent a list of the boohs which I have procured 
for you ; and the books themselves shall be forwarded 
as soon I am assured that the road is safe. When you 
see the books, you will be very much pleased. 

Exert yourself to the utmost in your studies. Let 
your attention be principally directed to commentaries 
on the Koran, and the traditions ; and to jurisprudence, 
and the elements. However, do not entirely neglect 
other sciences, it being necessary to be acquainted 
with their technical terms at least ; and although the 
acquisition of divinity is to be considered as the leaven 
of all the rest, yet some knowledge of logic and of 
philosophy, as far as is necessary, and of the other use- 
ful arts, is very desirable. In short, you should keep 
in remembrance the following significant lines: 
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Verse: — “ Strive to make yourself acquainted with 
every kind of knowledge, as the means of obtaining 
your heart’s desire ; attach not yourself to one science 
solely through indolence. The bee, whenever she 
feedeth on any fruit, extracts for our benefit two 
different substances, namely, wax and honey. Wax 
serves to dispel the darkness of night, and is used for 
illuminations ; while honey has the property of re- 
moving diseases, by the command of God the Creator.” 

My son, the Nessaub Toorkee, which you sent, came 
to hand — health attend you. I left at home a sec- 
tion of a treatise, entitled Izn Hadees, which the re- 
vered Syed Sheikh Mobarick (whose sins are pardoned) 
granted me with his own hand. As on many accounts 
it is wanted here, you must make a copy, and having 
compared it with the original, preserve the latter as a 
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relic, and send the transcript. Consider tliis as a positive 
injunction. Also in a little common-place book, in 
which is written some Arabic poetry, as well as the' 
receipt for making Choorun-kunkoo-lad, which you 
extracted and sent me, from one leaf thereof, I have 
written the measures of the Ru-bi-ie, which Mahommed 
Aumeen Jaunpooree Cashmeeree made into verse : a 
copy of that also is required, which having made and 
examined, you will send. With regard to Ja-nee and 
Deer-ga-he, about which you write, twenty ru|>ees are 
now sent, and more shall be forwarded hereafter ; more 
was not procurable just now ; however, make yourself 
easy on this subject. My son, in your letter by our 
servant Hossein, you write about yourself, that you 
are very unwell, and on which account you wish to 
come hither. My son, you know that you are my 
whole stock, and whoever has but one son, will never 
willingly be separated from him ; and the sum of my 
desire is this, that 1 may see you enjoying comforts : 
l>u,t there are many objections to my sending for you. 
In the first place, the air of Bukliir for these last three 
or four years has been unhealthy beyond description^ 
and especially in the winter, there is such unwhole- 
someness in the atmosphere, that no person is free 
from complaint: you will enquire about this matter 
of Madaree and Faiz-ullnh, who have lately arrived 
with you. There are, moreover, other circumstances 
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requiring much explanation, which make me uneasy, 
that also oppose my inclination. On these accounts, 
1 have not sufficient courage to suffer your undertak- 
ing so long and fatiguing a journey. But it is most 
necessary that you should attend to your health, and 
get rid of your disorder ; and therefore, if the respect- 
able Ta-fi-el is able to accompany you, I would have 
you go to Shahjehanabad. 

Perhaps also Jaffer the physician may be gone to 
that place. It is your duty to use every means 
for your recovery : consider this as a positive order. 
My son, I have learnt from Ferjam, that your mo- 
ther is sometimes troubled with a cough and fever ; 
and I recommend Choorun-kunkoo-lad as good for 
her complaint ; the receipt for making up which 
you know where to find in the family common-place 
book. You must prepare this medicine, and 
administer it to her, that, please God, it may have 
the desired effect. You will also find in the house 
the Ekh-ti-ya-ra-tee Bu-de-ie , a book on physic, 
and also the Alfaz Udwiyeh, and the Ca-ra-be-deen 
She-fe-ie. 1 would have you frequently peruse the 
first of these works, and make yourself acquainted 
with the technical terms of the art of physic, such 
know ledge being very useful. In the Alfaz Udwiyeh, 
the Greek names of medicines are given in Arabic 
and Persian, and likewise in llindee, to which latter 
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you should also pay attention. My design is, that 
by consulting the Ekli-ti-ya-ra-tee you may derive 
much benefit and advantage. 

I hate understood what you have written con- 
cerning the high price of grain in your part of the 
country, and of your want for necessary expences, 
with other special matters. My son, I am not un- 
mindful of your situation for an instant. Before 
now, Madaree and Feiz-ullah may have returned 
to you with the trifling sum that I was able to raise 
at the time of their departure. I wished to have 
been able to send back the courier immediately on 
liis arrival ; but ail my exertions have proved ineffec- 
tual, whereby a delay of some days has unavoidably 
happened. Now that through the friendly exertions 
of Syed Kerrumullah l have obtained a small sum, 
and remitted it from Sewistan, the courier is despatch- 
ed to you. And as this courier of yours, named 
Ghassee, does not appear possessed of much sagacity, 
I therefore forwarded the bill of exchange through a 
merchant, and have sent away the courier with this 
letter only. There is not a merchant in Bukhir 
who can draw a bill of exchange immediately on 
Akberabad or Kinnoge ; but they draw successively 
from hence on Multan, and fVom thence ou Lai tore, 
from thence on Akberabad, and from thence on Kin- 
noge: on this account, at ail the four places, care 
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must be taken that the bill expresses the exchange, 
and the sicca and year; and Ghassee did not appear 
equal to the management of such a business : having 
obtained an answerable bill, it has been sent through 
a merchant. Affairs here wear a very unfavourable 
aspect, some persons about his Majesty seeking for 
my appointment ; nay, it is reported to have been 
actually disposed of to somebody at court. I therefore 
desire you will retrench your expences as much as 
possible, in order to prevent our suffering disgrace. 
1 have no Jageer, and therefore, (which God fori) id,) 
if I am removed hence, from that very day I shall 
be destitute of the means of subsistence. A Jageer 
is the life of service ; a servant without a Jageer is in 
fact not a servant : therefore you will consider these 
circumstances, and act conformably thereto until 
the prospect clears up, when you shall have liberty 
to do as you may think proper. Having well con- 
sidered this matter, exercise your prudence and 
foresight. With regard to sending for you, as you 
bad written, whilst the report of my dismission pre- 
vails here, I cannot comply with your wish ; but if 
it should prove to be^uithout foundation, Feijain 
shall be sent to our country to make the necessary 
preparations for your journey, and to conduct you 
to Bukhir: but should it turn out otherwise, I must 
myself come to your quarter, when, please God, we 
shall meet. Till this point is determined, remain at 
home. On the subject of your studies, I observe you 
11. D 
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mention that you are reading a treatise entitled An- 
lam-ul-ho-da. My son, you will not derive any 
benefit from reading obscure treatises ; you should 
apply to books of established reputation ; for when 
you have read complete systems, these treatises will 
be intelligible at first sight. For example, if you 
had read the Shereh-O-ka-yed, you could not have 
found any difficulty in the treatise in question. In 
studying the sciences, it is necessary that you pro- 
ceed according to method ; now is the season for ac- 
quiring knowledge, and this opportunity will never 
return. My son, myself and our friend Syad Mo- 
hammed Khan, witli Ferjam and Fereed, and all 
other persons who are with me in Bukliir, are well ; 
and also Syad Kurumullah and Ju-mal, &c. at Sewis- 
tan are in good health: acquaint their respective 
families of their welfare. My son, after closing all 
my other letters, and after I had sealed up this, news 
arrived at Bukhir in twenty-two days from court, 
that Ush-fackul Russool, formerly Sewanneh Nagar 
of Bukhir, and who was soliciting my appointment, 
through the favour of God, has relinquished the 
pursuit, and has obtained the like office iu Sehrund. 
This intelligence has somewhat pacified my mind ; 
but no reliance is to be placed on appointments in 
the i> resent period. God grant that the business 
may terminate happily. Farewell. 
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LETTER III. 

To my son of happy endowments, the prosperous 
Meer Syed Mahommed, may God preserve him. 

After implorations for prolongation of life, and 
for increase of honours, and wishing for an in- 
terview, be it thus known. I have already written 
a letter, and sent it by Tay-jeh-babht, and which 
iou may have received. My present condition 
is as follows. On the 27 th of Shawal, 1 was 
attacked with a fever, accompanied by a violent 
cough: sometimes, from the force of the fever, 
I was quite beside myself, and the violence of 
the cough was near breaking all the ribs in my 
body : for near twenty days, i was beset on all sides 
with these waves; sometimes I sunk, and sometimes 
I rose. My life was despaired of, when all of a sud- 
den, through the divine favour, the zephyr of bene- 
ficence blew “ from the source of that wind which 
restores the dead to life,” and delivered my body 
from the fiery paroxysm of the fever. There was a 
sensible change in the disorder, until by degrees the 
fever and cough abated : on the 22nd of Zilkadeh, in 
the third year*, I was restored to perfect health. 
Praises be unto God again and again for his mercy 
towards me in restoring me to health. But such is 
the leanness of my body, that there is not the least 
sign of flesh remaining, so that 1 am perfectly hide- 


* Of Furukliseer. 
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bound, and the exact picture of a skeleton. Verse : 
“My weakness was excessive beyond conception ; 
my body resembled a shred of my garment. ” To 
this day, the 29th of Zilkadeh, l cannot perceive 
any strength in my body ; how then can it be sup- 
posed that I am able to stir a step ? It is more than 
a month that 1 have been confined to this room : 
for some days last past, I have discontinued a strict 
regimen. I drink broth made of a quarter of a seer 
of meat, with a pice weight of ghee, but without 
tasting the meat. In short, there are not now any 
remains of the fever or cough, and my constitution 
is recovering ; but the disorder having lasted amonth 
with great violence, whilst I am advancing in years, 
this attack has reduced me to extreme debility ; 
however, now that by degrees I begin to eat some- 
thing, in ten or twelve days 1 shall acquire strength. 
That humane physician Mohammed Jaffer, exerted 
great skill in removing my disorder, and, through 
the divine favour, his endeavours have proved 
effectual ; he will obtain his reward. He came 
several times to feel my pulse and comfort me ; he 
examined the urinal which was sent to him every 
day, and prescribed medicines accordingly. May 
God reward his goodness. My son, know for a 
cetainty that I have obtained new life, through 
the good fortune of yourself and other relations. 
Let all our relations with tongue and heart return 
thanks for the divine gift. Make a maund of flour 



25 


✓ 

* u w*!/** *»* j yj*j |; u e/ # 

' ✓ ' 

1« I u^mI * JaaJ I ur ^ r ^ >o>r* I ^ i*j>* Us o y 

^AtV*S*- y %]j ^ J u^J* 3 

^ I 8ft $ji {J**)j* ^ ' f 8^aP a - 4*/^;^ ^ «3^ 1 *3 

^Ub ^ /\j j I iUU^XJu ^ jJt JA». 

«3 AiiJjJ 1 ^ v^L ^jy 

Va* Afy# y \ _*- s Jj I j I A& I ^ j ys£?* )y T LjrV^ 

^ ^ U» I * jjJl^£ J lolc (j CkAJjaId ^ tdJUi l jt ? jI 

j 

J+X. IfiJ ^, 1 - * — ♦ O^uul *3 *1 -aJ j y J j\ j] ^jJ I 

/■ 

t-f>if £*/^ ** Jwi |»U }* ii/J 

* *^* u j tSJblj^. ^y> c^y * <3 /(} s3 *»3y3 

ji/f *_f |y!y yy*^ u*-* ,y*»- *k*s^* 

^ Jy£ju* 1 cX)Jyi 

trick'd 8<Xlj ^ Jo (3 i_5 *jy ^lj ik^a*. * JjLl£.£ 

^y* jJjJ* ^ % jip ^ J r*-’ «_s* 

A 

lytio) £** cXii3)«U« Aliy lj*3 WyJ sJks»)U *jJt 

y Ui ^J UsJ iS JlmIJj {*/$+ * JA|)yXX i c l^a* 

* i 

esr 11 ^W*y y r“ ;' u 1 


*» / 



26 


into bread, and distribute the loaves amongst the 
poor of Belgrain. I have now written these few 
words of good news respecting my health, that you 
may be satisfied. Now 1 have no complaint but 
weakness, which will leave me in a few days; and 
it is my wish to rideout on the approaching festival. 
May this recovery from a grievous sickness, when 
life was depaired of, prove to myself, to you, and to 
all relations and friends, fortunate, fortunate, for- 
tunate. Farewell. 


LETTER IV. 

To my son of happy endowments, Meer Syed 
Mohammed, may God preserve him. After iniplo- 
rations for prolongation of life, and for increase of 
honours, and wishing for an interview, be it thus 
known unto his precious mind. 

Your letters arrived one after the other, and de- 
lighted me with the account of the welfare of yourself, 
and oilier relations and countrymen. 1 have now to 
inform you, that Syed Yar Ali, Syed Mohammed 
Bauker, and Syed linam Ali, &c. arrived at Sliaje- 
hanabad on the festival of Uz-bah, and took up 
their abode at the Kuttehorah of Sheikh Foreed, near 
my lodging, and they delivered your letter. Praised 
be God that all are well. 1 have already writ- 
ten you, particularly about my illness, by Da-moo- 
dur, a Hindoo of Belgrain ; it is therefore unneces- 
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sary to enter into a fresh detail of the same subject. 
I wrote to you the glad tidings of my recovery, 
which, through the divine favour, has been com- 
pleted, and my constitution is returning to its proper 
temperament. I possess good spirits, the weakness 
incident to my disorder being now considerably 
abated, so that I am recovering strength daily. On 
the festival dav, at the usual invitation of Sved Yar 
Ali, &c. 1 entirely broke the observance of all regi- 
men, and ate my share of whatever was on the ta- 
ble, Pow-law, &c. and God be praised for it. Be 
perfectly easy about every thing concerning ine. 
You recommended to me Syed Yar Ali, who has 
been particularly fortunate in being entertained in 
the service of Meer Jemlah : he arrived on the 10th 
of Zilhejeh, and on the 12th, got into office, for him- 
self, one hundred and fifty rupees a month, and the 
like sum for Syed Mohammed Bauker, and one hun- 
dred and forty rupees a month for Syed Imam Ali. 
The particulars of them are as follows : — On the 
fortunate day of U&keh, Meer Jamlab took leave of 
His Majesty to set out tor Bengal, having delayed 
his departure a few days, in order to procure carri- 
age for his baggage, with other necessary prepara- 
tions for his march : when he sees a lucky hour, he 
will proceed for Bengal. Great God ! it is strange 
fatality, that when in both these Durbars, where I 
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« as known, and where after some months attend* 
ance, I expected to have done something for myself, 
these circumstances have intervened. It seems as 
if I had arrived at Shajehanabad only to-day ; and 
now I must make other attempts : but God can 
dispel all difficulties; I have placed my reliance on 
him, and he is sufficient for me, and a sure agent. 

A month and a half after my recovery, I waited 
upon the Ameer-ul-Omrah. During my illness, a 
son had been born to him. Of all his children born 
before this time, after he had been at great expense 
in making entertainments on the occasion, not one 
had lived ; therefore, on the present birth of a son, 
he did not receive the Nuzzir of any one, or make 
any rejoicings. When 1 waited on him, I presented 
him with three Tarikhs, namely, Arabic, Persian, and 
Hindy, on the birth of this son. The Tarikhs were 
in different forms, imploring blessings in different 
forms. lie was very much pleased with them, and 
inquired about my circumstances, asking, “ What is 
your situation ?” I answered, that I was miracu- 
lously recovered from a severe fit of illness. He 
inquired what was my complaint, and 1 replied, an 
ardent fever. After this conversation, he kindly 
pointed with his hand for me to be seated. In 
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short, I am now well known to him, btit to no pur- 
pose, as he is going to the Dekhan ; and besides, 
at tliis time, from the multiplicity of business, his 
mind is in an unsettled state. His levee is now 
more crowded than His Majesty’s. Amidst all this 
hurry, I visit him every day in private. We shall 
discover what is the will of God. I have also sent 
a copy of the Tewarikhs for your perusal, and I 
fancy they will please the poets of your country : 
here they have been approved by all who have seen 
them. Mowlawee JeW’un*, when he saw the Te- 
warikhs, in a large company, said aloud, I am ho- 
noured in being the cotemporary of such a genius, 
and he shewed me so much attention, that I was 
ashamed. 

I have already written you about the Sunud of 
Elm Hadees, which his excellency the deceased Meer 
Syed Mobarek (may the favour of God rest upon 
him) gave me, and which is written in a section of 
siqpll paper ; the last leaf of which is in his own 
hand-writing : I desired you to take the paper out 
of the library, and having copied and examined it, 
to send it by a safe conveyance, as it is very much 
wanted. The origin'll, preserve in the family with 
* The preceptor of AurunjrzeUe. 
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the utmost care. On this subject what need I say 
more ? I also wrote you concerning spectacles, but 
I am now in want of a pair : here is plenty of that 
article, but none that perfectly suit my eyes. I 
have met with a good pair at Bukhir, which the 
servants mislaid, and in spite of every search, they 
cannot be found. 1 left behind me a pair of Euro- 
pean spectacles, in a wooden frame ; because 1 consi- 
dered them as valuable, and as I did not immedi- 
ately want them, I therefore left them at home, that 
they might be safe ; but it appears that you have 
given them to somebody : if it is possible to get 
them back again, you must positively effect it. 
They suited my eyes so exactly, that with them I 
could discover the sky’s skin. I bought here two 
pair of spectacles for you, and have sent them. 
The intrinsic value of my Europe spectacles is in- 
considerable ; but on account of their suiting my 
si^ht exactly, I have expatiated thus much on the 
subject. Enquire of our servant Houssein, what 
became of the Bukhir spectacles that were in one of 
the divisions of the writing-box, and who took 
them out of that place, and where they have put 
them, and let me know what he says on the subject. 
Farewell. 

11. r 
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LETTER VI. 

To iny son of happy endowments, Meer Syed 
Mohammed ; may God preserve him. After im- 
piorations for the prolongation of life, and for in- 
crease of honours, and wishing for an interview, be 
it thus known unto his precious mind. At this pre- 
sent, being the 4th of Rubby ul Akhir, I visited His 
Majesty in the Dewan Khass, when out of his kind- 
ness he conferred on me another blessing, that is to 
say, a dress with a b&labund*, and gave me orders 
to proceed to the charge of my office; upon which 
1 performed my obeisances and departed. Nothing 
now remains to be done by His Majesty (the shadow 
of God). The business of the Jageer is unavoidably 
delayer! : on account of the mourning of the Ameer- 
ul-Omrah for the death of his nephew, a youth, and 
also for the loss of his son, there has been no oppor- 
tunity of speaking on the subject. On the last day 
of last month, the Ameer-ul-Omrah departed from 
the city of Shahjehanabad, and encamped near the 
shrine of his excellency the prince of Sheikhs (i. e. 
Nezkm ed-deen Owlia). I have never yet recovered 
my strength, but notwithstanding my weakness, vet 
every morning I ride to the camp of Ameer-ul-Om- 
rah, and from thence return to His Majesty’s levee. 
God grant that matters may end according to my 
desire. If the Ameer-ul-Omrah had remained some 
time longer, all my wants would have been suppli- 
ed. Now also, through the divine favour, ail will 
be well. Without concluding the business of the 
Jageer, I cannot leave this place, that being the 
* A fillet of gold «tuff worn over the turband. 
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most necessary of all ray concerns ; and to obtain 
a new Jageer is become a matter of extreme difficul- 
ty : a great many people have bewildered themselves 
in this pursuit. I am in hopes that through the 
divine favour, the business of my Jageer will be 
accomplished. On the 14th of the present month 
ofRubby ul.Akhir, 1 obtained the Sunud for the 
office of Sewannehnagaree of Bukliir and Sewistan, 
complete in all the forms ; but the patent for the 
Bukbsheegeery and Wakianagaree of Sewistan is 
not yet registered in the Bukhshee’s office. I re- 
presented my case in respect to the increase of 
Munseeb to the Ameer-ul-Oinrah, who admitted my 
pretensions, and gave orders accordingly to his own 
Peishkar, who has procured the particulars from the 
records, so that there remains no doubt of the in- 
crease being duly confirmed. About this affair I 
have confidence in the divine favour. Farewell. 
To all persons of consideration, to little and great, 
men and women, of high and of low' degree, to 
youths and to aged persons, present my salutation. 
The time was short, and the courier in haste ; 1 have 
therefore comprised my meaning in few words. 

NOTE BY MEEK SYED MOHAMMED. 

*In A . II. 1127, being the 4th year of the reign 
of Ferukhseer, the illustrious Nawaub Ameer-ul- 
Omrah Hussein Aly Khan Behadar Firoze Jung, 
Syed of Beraheh, was appointed Nazim of all the 
Soobahs of the Decan, and on the last day of 
Rubby ul Awul set out from court towards the 
foundation of good fortune, i. e. Aurungabad, where 
he continued some time. At the end of the 7th 
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year of the reign, Hussein Aly Khan, without any 
order from his Majesty, inarched from the Deklian 
with a large army of Hindostanee troops, Mo- 
ghuls and Marrahtahs, with design of proceeding 
to Agra. But on the 27th of Rubby ul Awul, A. 
H. 1131, he arrived in- the neighbourhood of Shah- 
jehauabad, and encamped near the Lat of Firoze 
Shah. On the 5th of Rubby ul Akhir, he waited 
on his Majesty ; and, after being received with 
marks of favour, returned to camp, from whence he 
wrote, that if, in order to remove the apprehen- 
sions that were in his mind, the king’s troops were 
removed, and his own put in possession of the for- 
tress, he could visit his Majesty with confidence. 
As the king never opposes the inclination of the 
two Syeds, he consented to this proposal ; and on 
the 8th of the month, the weekly guards, with the 
Munsubdars of the new Khass Jelow, and of the 
old Jelow* having evacuated the fort, he made 
his own arrangements, and having posted his con- 
fidential servants, himself with armed troops, took 
possession of the house of Dara Shekouh. The 
Nawaub Koteb ul Mulk and Ajeet Singh Rathore, 
Rajahs of Jewdypoor and Meerut, went into 
the fort, seized his Majesty, and having deprived 
him of his sight by the application of the Meelf, 
put him into close confinement, and proclaimed 
RufFeih ul kud-ir, son of Shah Alum Behadur 
Shah, son sf Arungzebe Aulumgeer, whom they 

* Vide Ayen Akber, vol. i. page 267. 

f An iron needle, which is heated in the fire and then passed 
over the eye. 
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released from his imprisonment in the for- 
• tress of 'Seleerogurh. He died on the 19th of 
Rejeb, ofter haring reigned three months and 
ten days. 

T lie two Syeds, namely the Nawaub Abdullah 
Khan, whose title is Koteb til Mulk, and who held the 
office of Vizier, and the Bukshee ul Memalick Nawanb 
Houssein Aly Khan, the younger brother, on the 
SOtli of the same month, placed on the throne the 
elder brother of the deceased monarch, and who 
w as named Ruffick ud Dowleli, and gave him the 
title of Shalijehan the Second. He died after a 
reign of four months. These nobles then raised to 
the empire Shah Roshen Akhtir, son of the prince 
Khnjestah Akhtir, son of Shah Aluin Behadur 
Shah, son of Auruugzebe Alumgeer, and on the 
16th of Zulkadeli, A. H. 1131, on a lucky hour, 
placed him on the throne. In the commencement 
of the 6th year of his reign, happened the death of 
my levered father. “ Of a truth we were created 
for the service of God, and of a truth unto him we 
shall return.” 

From the third year of Ferukhseer, until the be- 
ginning of the 8th tear of Mohammed Shah, a 
space of eleven years, he was always with the court, 
either in camp or in the city, excepting ten months, 
when he visited his native country (Belgram). 
During his absence, happened the affair of Houssein 
Aly Khan, who, when in the precincts of the 
palace, was assassinated by Hyder Beg, a Moghul 
foot soldier, who, on pretence of presenting a pe- * 
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received the Sunud, to retire to Bel gram, and pre- 
pare for my journey, and repair to tny station in a 
Falkee, with all possible expedition. I continued 
some time at Dehly, and every day paid my respects 
to Mirza Khan, by which means I soon obtained my 
Sunud. On the last day of Zulhejeh, A. H. 1130, 
I returned to Belgram, and after making prepara- 
tion for my journey, on the fourteenth of Hubby ul 
Awul, set out for Bukhir, and on the 22nd of that 
month, arrived at the tow n of Dassneh, where 1 learnt 
from those who had come from Dehly, that llous- 
sein Aly Khan had returned from the Decan, and 
was encamped in the neighbourhood of Dehly. On 
the 27ih of the same month, I entered that city, 
and took up my abode at the Kuttereh of Sheikh 
Fereed. The next day, there happened an eclipse 
of the sun, which 1 thought would bean unlucky 
time to wait on my father, and resolved to defer it 
till the next day. The 29th, at breakfast time, I 
was prepaiing to set out, w hen my father himself 
alighted at the same Kuttereh where I had taken 
up my abode. I embraced his feet, and he received 
me with the utmost kindness and affection. In the 
manner above related, on the eighth Rubby ul 
Akhir, the two Syeds of Baraheh seized Ferukhseer 
and imprisoned him. The king remained in con- 
finement two months, when he delivered up his 
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soul to its Creator. On the evening of the eighth 
month of Jematly ul Akhir, the royal corpse was 
brought out and deposited in the Mausoleum of 
Hemayoon. On account of these troubles, my 
father did not think it adviseable for me to go to 
Bukhir. In the manner above related, Ruffeik ud 
Dirjal became king, and after him Ruffeik ud Dow- 
. lab, commonly called Shahjehan the Second. Dur- 
ing his reign, Shah Nakooseer, son of the prince 
Akbefr, son of Aurungzebe, who was prisoner in the 
fort of Akberabad, through the machinations of 
Suffy Khan, the Killadar, and the garrison, was 
proclaimed emperor. 

When intelligence thereof was received at Dehly, 
the Ameer ul Omrah instantly marched from that 
city to Agra, where Coteb ul Mulk and Shahjehan 
the Second shortly after joined him. My father 
accompanied the Ameer ul Omrah to Agra, leav- 
ing me at Dehly, with directions, that as soon as 
Sheikh Mohammed Reza, our deputy, should make 
4ny remittances, to apprize him thereof. Shortly 
after, there came from Bukhir a bill of exchange 
for eight hundred rupees, and I despatched a servant 
named Janee from Dehly to Agra with the news. 
My father directed me to go to Akberabad, and I 
set out accordingly, and accompanied the royal 
camp. When 1 arrived at Agra, I saw affairs in 
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confusion : the troops of the Ameer ul Omrah were 
cannonading the Begum’s mosque ; and on the 
other side, from the fort, they were discharging 
cannon and musquetry. In this situation my fa- 
ther ordered me to repair to Belgram, but I ven- 
tured to represent the impossibility of quitting him 
at such a time as this : he repeated his commands, 
and I again remonstrated, when he became dis- 
pleased, and asked whether I would listen to his 
words or not. I answered, that l heard, and would 
obey : but begged leave to represent, that in such cri- 
tical times, a son could be serviceable only by at tend- 
ing on his father. He kindly replied, You are my 
stock : I wish you to be preserved from these dan- 
gers. So I was constrained to set out in the height 
of the rains, at the end of the month of Ramzan ; 
and having a passport from the Ameer ul Omrah, I 
crossed the mer Jumnali, and proceeding to Bel- 
gram, reached home in the beginning of Shawal, A. 
H. 1130 . My father continued at Agra along with 
the Ameer ul Omrah, till the fort was taken, 
afid Nakooseer seized. My father wrote a poem on 
the capture of the fort of Agra, which lie presented 
to the Ameer ul Omrah, who praised it very much. 
The intelligent reader will plainly see, that my ob- 
ject in writing these remarks is to clear up a con- 
tradiction, which there might otherwise appear to 
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be, as in the letters already given, it is said, that the 
Ameer ul Oinrah, at the command of His Majesty, 
had gone to Aurungabad, to regulate the country 
of the Decan ; and in those here subjoined, it will 
appear, that the Ameer ul Omrah is besieging 
Nakooseer in the fort of Agra. How can these 
two accounts agree, unless the above explanation 
is understood ? 


LETTER VII. 

To my son of happy endowments, Meer Syed 
Mohammed, may God preserve him. After implo- 
rations for the prolongation of ‘life, be it thus 
known. 

On Wednesday the second of Jemady ul Akhir, 
A. H. 1132, having taken leave of the Ameer ul 
Omrah, I set out for our country, and on Tuesday 
the 8th, arrived safe at Kinnoge. On the 27th of 
Jemady ul Awul, 1 despatched a hired courier with 
two Perwannehs for iny Jageer and yours, and ful- 
filled my promise of apprizing you five or six days 
before my arrival at home. Kurreem Allah and 
Meer AshrufF came to Kinnoge on two hired Bheels, 
and have sent a man to you. To-day, which is Fri- 
day, please God, I shall be at home. Borrow two 
horses of your relations, and send them to the river 
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Ganges, for these two persons, to carry them home 
from thence. Send also the camel of Syed Moham- 
med Azem, together with sacks and ropes, to carry 
the baggage that was brought on the Bheels. 
About nine o’clock in the morning, I shall set out 
from Kinnoge for Belgram, and perhaps reach the 
river in the afternoon. I desire that neither your- 
self, nor any person who is with you, will think of 
coming to the banks of the river Ganges, as the 
wind is intensely hot, and I shall so soon be there 
myself. In the afternoon, if you are very desirous, 
you may come as far as Kukrale ; but even this is 
unnecessary, and contrary to my wish, it being my 
desire that we should meet at home. What shall 
i write besides my desire to see you ? Adieu. 
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LETTER 


FROM 

THE EMPEROR AKBER TO ABDULLAH KHAN, 
THE USBECK, RULER OF TURAN. 

[composed by ubbl fuzul.] 


Glory in the highest to the Creator, who, by 
the energy of his all-forming power, called into ex- 
istence this diversified world ; who has at some pe- 
riods regulated and arranged the various classes of 
mankind, by the direction ‘of the prophets and 
apostles, and, at other times, has governed and 
given order to this visible system by the authority 
of the kings, who are the pillars of dominion. 

May the divine favour be also the support of 
those noble personages, whose office it is to protect 
the present age from the tumults of sedition, and 
the perplexities of misfortune ; and whose whole 
attention is occupied in securing to mankind (whe- 
ther of similar or opposite persuasions) lasting 
tranquillity and peace, and in improving this state 
of frailty. 
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I was favoured at Cabul , in a most auspicious 
conjuncture, with your agreeable and valued letter, 
which is a compendium of unanimity, and which 
afforded me the highest satisfaction. The fra- 
grance of friendship, and the breeze of joy, from 
the garden of its contents, afforded refreshment to 
my soul, and vigour to my understanding. The 
garden of regard and ancient affinity blooms with 
gayness, and the foundations of sincerity and at- 
tachment exhibit firmness and stability. This de- 
lightful correspondence, which is in reality an in- 
tercourse of souls, yields me the highest gratifica- 
tion, and may be considered by a heart of sincerity 
as an actual interview. 

Your highness has written, that every means 
should be attended to for strengthening the basis 
of our mutual peace, and for purifying the waters 
of reciprocal affections, and that Hindu Koh should 
^e the boundaries of our respective dominions. 
This cannot but meet with my entire concurrence. 

It is manifest, that in this world of dependance, 
God has blessed us with nothing more excellent 
than love and esteem ; — indeed, the harmony of 
mankind is materially connected with these quali- 
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ties, and as often as they adorn the character of 
princes, who are the props of empire, both tem- 
poral and eternal, they dispense tranquillity and 
comfort to the human race. 

1 am sensible 1 ought to have anticipated your 
highness in demonstration of attachment and re- 
gard ; since, from the first dawn of my good for- 
tune, contrary to the conduct of many past sove- 
reigns, all my wishes have been to diffuse benevolence 
through the whole earth. As it happens that your 
highness has made the first advances, it becomes 
peculiarly incumbent in me to pay every attention 
to this connexion. On this account, therefore, 
when the king of Persia, on the score of our former 
intimacy, sent Yadgar Soollan Shamboo to request 
my assistance, l waved compliance. When Shah 
Rookh Meerza* also earnestly desired a Jagheer in 
the cooler climates of Cabul or Cashmere, or the 
territories of Beejoor or Teera, fully considering the 
vicinity of your dominions, I refused my concur- 
rence, and appointed him to one in the province of 
Malva. 1 have likewise summoned the Emeers of 

* This Shah Rookh Meerza, prince of Buduithshan, being expel- 
led his dominions by Abdullah Khan, came in the year 1585 A. D. 
(Higera 993) to the court of Akber, and ranked himself among the 
king’s Omras. 
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Candahar to my imperial court, and hare entrusted 
the government of that country, which has for 
ages been a dependency of my empire,* to one of 
my most trusty servants* ; lest the armies of Tu- 
raun, mistaking that district for the king of Per* 
sia’s, a confusion of limits should happen in the 
territories of your highness and myself. 

Further, though an infamous vagabond, who had 
raised a tumult in the mountains of Budukhshan, 
and proclaimed himself the Shah Rookh Meerza , 
and had been joined by the Jumeendars of those 
parts, made application to me for aid, yet 1 paid 
no attention to him. The consequence was, that 
he became the victim of ruin. 

My disposition is to observe a strict adherence 
to my word ; therefore, as we have commenced a 
friendship, I am desirous it should not rest merely 
in external forms, but breathe a spirit of reality, 
suitable to the favourites of Heaven. If in truth 
you be sincere in your professions, both by letter 
and message, what can be better ? If otherwise, 
appoint a place where we may have a friendly 
meeting, and, without the medium of others, may 
explain to each other our principles and views, 
both temporary and eternal. 


* In the original, Molazimani Buburi. 
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It lias reached my fortunate ears, that certain 
evil-minded persons, considering my stay in the 
Punjab as a good occasion for calumny, have re- 
presented my conduct as repugnant to the ties of 
amity. My maxim is, never to make declarations 
inconsistent with my intentions. On this account, 
notwithstanding I am delighted with the climate 
and hunting of this country, 1 have thoughts of de- 
parting for my capital of Agra, in order to silence 
the insinuations of idle talkers. 

You write that you suffer anxiously relative to 
Shah Rookh Mcerza. I confess my surprise at this, 
since the sacred minds of monarchs, who are the 
objects of divine effulgence, and the mirrors of pu- 
rity and integrity, should be superior toimpressions 
of uneasiness from the conduct of their equals ; 
but how much more so of those beneath them ; 
especially as in this instance, when the source of the 
impropriety may be discovered in youth and inex- 
perience. Let me prevail on you to cancel his 
fault, and restore him to your favour ; he is pu- 
nished for his self-willed conduct, in which originat- 
ed his culpability to you, by being necessitated to 
become a wanderer and an exile. As he applied to 
me for an asylum, and as 1 saw in him evident 
symptoms of contrition, l could not but pass over 
his imprudence. 
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You hint that you suppose my reception of Shah 
Rookh Meerza , and the sons of Mahummud Ha - 
Tteem , to have been purely out of regard to your 
highness ( Abdullah Khan had said this ironically J. 
How can your highness entertain such notions re- 
specting the arrival of these persons at my court ? 

1 consider the victories your highness has ob- 
tained, as the consequence of the rectitude of your 
intentions, and I have received satisfaction by your 
friendly mention of them. 

Your highness wrote by Moulana llosein, that 
you were anxious lest I should be offended at the 
conduct of your son, for having merely, through 
the inconsiderateness of youth, made certain very 
improper and unsuitable requisitions, and that you 
had written to apologize for his behaviour ; but 
that the Cossid was drowned in the way, and the 
letter never reached me, and that you had very se- 
verely regretted this accident. Let me on this 
occasion assure you, that the ties of ancient affinity', 
and the bonds of renewed attachment, are not of so 
slender a formation, that, though in reality there 
were some cause, it could occasion any diminution 
of iny regard. Children act often in opposition to 



67 


« ]jji* +■) tS £y tli. Uj) JUUT j 

QjT tUsr'* 

^U-oJlLo ^j| ^ l\ST /0 

s ' ' 

+> ._ 

# jj| ^li^M 4.JU. 

J>M f) Jj>aaJ ^jSj ^ uf UolLo 4£il^ 

kM / ^ 

t'l^J Ulj ^*j| ^ 4 <fc jw ^u>Uj j) I^i T O^J ft Jut *^s3T J | ^el> 

J> s 

* ft a* *dj*-£* 

J C^xss* <Jtli£ ^ix*u^ UJ^O v-j^ac-* 2 '* d£iT ^ 

*S **f- ±j*^j** JJ^c Jj^i A? «3 ^j 

✓ < 

Mta.* sS djd L (J*^ C^l <Xilj ^1 jji*-jb 4,3 

Jjj 4li^ ^tx^afu ^1 y<i*ju*l jd } i±£\j &XwJuj ^>cl<5 jj 

j> 

cJ v-f^'T j*$ ^)j) ^ *J^>ts 

*> j 

* c»Ata ■*- ^a 1 j' <>>■ * d&i pU* 

j*UaIi] 4iy ^j!Jj JuJ^ O^x* lajl^ Ij ^Si tjl jy 

JlU ^U£ Jy ^y *■ /) *1 CrM»l &iiUi ^Uj3j » 



68 


their real parents, as particularly in the instance of 
your highness ; if, therefore, this appears to be the 
case with a nominal parent, is it to be wondered 
at* ? A good child strives to regulate his conduct 
conformably to the wishes of his parent. 

The compacts and treaties which have succes- 
sively taken place between us, by the instrumenta- 
lit v of our ambassadors, remain imprinted and 
engraven in my mind. The customs of our religion, 
and a spirit of liberality, demand not from the truly 
generous and sincere, a tenth part of these, in order 
to strengthen the pillars of unanimity and concord. 

You observe that many matters are postponed 
till the arrival of my preceptor Ahmud Ali. You 
have doubtless, ere this, heard of his death. This 
event happened after he had taken leate of me; he 
was a man of an amiable disposition and much in- 
formation ; and if he had reached your court, 
would have faithfully communicated to your high- 
ness many friendly hints and secrets. However, 
you can explain and transmit to me every wish of 
your reflecting mind, and every kind of assistance 
you require, and which it will be incumbent on my 
friendship to afford. In such case 1 should use 
very exertion. 

* Akber, by this expression means, that his regard for Abdullah 
Khan, induces him to consider the latter’s son as his own child ; 
it likewise has satirical force. 
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Praise be to God, that from the era of my accession 
to the throne of empire, to the present hour, a lapse 
of forty years, and from the first dawn of my pro- 
sperity, when the spring of my grandeur began to 
smile and look gay, all my intentions and endea- 
vours have been uniformly (without regard to my 
own particular desires or inclinations) to regulate 
and benefit mankind. 

The blessing of God alone, upon the rectitude of 
my conduct, has enabled me to subdue and acquire 
possession of the vast country of Hindoostan, shared 
and governed as it was by so many powerful 
monarchs. Sundry tribes too, who, in lofty moun- 
tains, strongholds, and inaccessible posts, refused 
to bow the heads of arrogance and presumption to 
the ground of submission, and pursued the paths of 
opposition, now tread the road of loyalty. Further, 
many and various descriptions of people, though 
differing widely in manners and in customs, now 
maintain the most friendly intercourse with each 
other. 

Since I have 'been led to say so much on the 
good consequences of my upright intentions, I can- 
not avoid offering up my tribute of praise and hu- 
miliation to the Supreme Being, at the recollection 
of only a small part of his favour towards me ; and 
in doing this, 1 know I shall enliven the banquet of 
unanimity, ( that is, afford you pleasure.) 
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On the mirror of jour mind, which bears the 
stamp of divine illumination, be it manifest and 
evident, that .at the time when my imperial army 
happened to be in the territories of Punjab , 
although at first 1 had no other views than to amuse 
myself w ith sports and huntings in this country, yet 
the conquest of the enchanting kingdom of Cash- 
mere, which has never yet been subdued by the 
monarchs of the age, which for natural strength and 
inaccessibility is unrivalled, and which for beauty 
and pleasantness is a proverb among the most sa- 
gacious beholders, became secretly an object of my 
wishes, because I received constantly accounts of the 
tyranny of the rulers of that region. Accordingly, 
in a very short space, my brave warriors annexed 
that kingdom to my dominions. Though the princes 
of that country were not remiss in their exertions, 
yet as my intentions were established on the basis 
of equity, it was completely conquered. 

I myself also visited that happy spot, the posses- 
sion of which is a fresh instance of the divine fa- 
vour, and offered up my praise and thanksgiving 
to the Supreme Lord of all things. As 1 found 
myself delighted with the recreations and hunting 
ofCabuI, and with the romantic bowers of Cash- 
mere, the residence of pleasure, I made an excursion 
to the mountains of that country and Tibet, and 
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beheld with the eyes of astonishment the wonder 
of the picture of nature ; then took to my road 
through the countries of Pugley and Dumboo, 
where the projection of the hills, the difficulty of 
the passages, and the frequency of the pits are such, 
that the subliuiest flights of the imagination are 
scarcely able to soar over these stupendous obstruc- 
tions. I arrived at Cabul before the bulk of my 
army. * 

The ruler of Tata, a country situated on the sea- 
shore, to the west of my flourishing empire, tyran- 
nized and oppressed the helpless subjects, i deter- 
mined first to admonish him, and endeavour by 
fair measures to guide him to the path of submission : 
and if through his luckless stars he should not give ear 
to my counsel, to deliver his dominions, w hich form 
a large and populous territory, to one of the lords 
of my court, on whose just administration 1 could 
depend. It happened that he was deficient in 
judgment and foresight. He paid no attention 
therefore to me, considered my advice as an idle 
tale, and, intoxicated with self-conceit, broke asun- 
der the thread of wisdom. This being the case, I 
sent a respectable army into those parts, and for 
near two years, my faithful warriors exerted them- 
selves in every kind of fatigue and marching. Va- 
rious battles and skirmishes ensued, sometimes on 
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land, and sometimes water ; however, as all my 
designs tended to secure the ease and tranquillity 
of mankind, success every where attended my loyal 
troops. Hiptory informs us, that the superficial 
sjchemes of the injudicious and short-sighted end 
in ruin. Agreeably to this, the ruler of Tata suf- 
fered defeat upon defeat. As he had some prin- 
ciples of goodness in his disposition, he surrendered 
to my commanders, relying on their protection 
and promises ; and, in consequence, tfie whole of 
that large domain became a dependency of my em- 
pire. Notwithstanding he had made so vigorous 
an opposition, yet when he was admitted to my 
presence, and I thought I could discern the traits 
of merit on his countenance, 1 restored him to his 
country, which it had cost me so much bloodshed 
to obtain. 

Further, the prudence of my mind dictated to 
me the necessity of chastising those wild savages, 
the Afghans, who, in number like ants and locusts, 
dwelt in the inaccessible mountains of Teera and 
Beejoor, and continually harassed the caravans on 
.the road of Turan. This benevolent undertaking 
was crowned with success ; many thought proper 
to throw the collar of subjection on the neck of 
prudence, and many of that tribe of plunderers 
were trampled under foot by tny enormous ele- 
phants. A great number, too, became bound with 
the cords of divine vengeance, and were sold as 
slaves. 
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I determined also to correct and amend the 
worthless people, the Ballochees, who, wavering 
between submission and disobedience, intercept- 
ed the travellers on the road of Iran, and legalized 
their depredations with the assumption of my sanc- 
tion. That matter terminated as 1 expected ; nay, 
much better than I had expected. 

* Through the blessing of God on my good inten- 
tions, as my imperial standard was elevated in the 
Punjab , Sultan Muzuffur of Guzerat, who with 
40,000 troops was inflated with presumption, by the 
exertions of my conquering army became my pri- 
soner, and all the great men of his kingdom soli- 
cited my protection, and submitted themselves to 
the yoke of tribute and taxation. It is a most ex- 
traordinary circumstance, that as they were bring- 
ing him to the presence, he put an end to his ex- 
istence. Indeed, it was better it should have hap- 
pened so, for the clemency of my disposition al- 
ways induces me to use much consideration before 
I venture to deprive of life, and despoil the fabric 
of the Deity ; and it is most probable, that if he 
had appeared before me, his life would have been 
in safety*. Moreover, by the vigilance of my com- 
manders, 1 acquired possession of Soumenat , more 
generally known by the name of Choonugur, and 
all the country of Surat, the southern part of which 
is situated on the Gulf of Persia. I shewed much 

* Sultan Muzuffur surrendered his kingdom to Akber in A. D, 
1572, (Higira 980.) He was treated with great kindness by Akber, 
who appointed him a Jagheer suitable to his dignity. Being a pri- 
soner at large, in A. D. 1581 (Higira 989,) he escaped easily to 
Guzerat, while the emperor was at Allahabad, and by the assistance 
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kindness to Burhan ul Mulk, the brother of Ni- 
zam ul Mulk , the ruler of the Decan, who applied 
to me for protection from his adverse fortune. As 
soon as affairs were administered with equity, [ 
forebore to interfere, and refrained from the con- 
quest of the Decan*. However, as soon as I re- 
ceived intelligence of the tyranny and oppression 
exercised upon the people of that country, I issued 
a royal mandate to the Omras of Malvn and Can- 
deish, to assist Burhan-ul-Mulk (in the deposition 
of his brother), and to bestow the government on 
him. Notwithstanding this, being a weak man, he 
endeavoured to throw off his dependency. But as 
to tread the path of ingratitude is to hasten to one’s 
own destruction, in a very short time a vestige of 
him and his children w'as not to be found. The 
Ameers of the country on this raised to the throne 
one of his relations, and displayed the banners of 
presumption. By the aid of Almighty God, my 
victorious army, under the command of mv son, 
Sultan Morad , acquired possession of great part 
of that large kingdom, which for size may be call- 
ed another Hindoostan ; and my experienced and 
faithful commanders conquered the province of 
Orissa as far as the western limits of it, which are 
washed by the Bay of Bengal. Many thousand 

of Shere Cawn, stirred up a rebellion in that kingdom. In the 
year of our Lord 1591, [Higira 1000,] Chan Azim obliged Kinkan, 
a zumeendar of Guzerat, to deliver up St titan Muzuffur ; that un- 
fortunate prince put an end to his life with a razor, as they were 
conveying him to Ahmudabad, rather than see Akber, whose genero- 
sity he had abused. 

* Burhan- ul-Mulk had fled in 1584, from his brother, king of 
Decan. 
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soldiers experiencing the utmost tranquillity, en- 
rolled themselves among the servants of the throne 
of empire. In a word, a further enumeration of 
the various blessings of the Almighty on my de- 
signs would be attended with extreme prolixity. 
The above mention of some of them is quite suffi- 
cient to afford joy and satisfaction to that reposi- 
tory of magnificence (i. e. to you). 

1 must acquaint your highness, that soon after 
your ambassador Mowlana Hossein had the honour 
of an audience, I signified to the officers of state 
that tliey should expedite his departure as much as 
possible. Just at this time, certain persons, under 
the predominance of an unlucky destiny, raised an 
insurrection in Cashmere, and breathed the air of 
rebellion and dissatisfaction at the bounty of Pro- 
vidence. The imperial forces, and a few of my 
chosen favourites, were then enjoying the amuse- 
ments of the field, and viewing with impressions of 
astonishment, in the mirror of nature, the reflection 
of creative power. As soon as intelligence of this 
tumult arrived, regardless of deluges of rain, I has- 
tened away by forced marches ; but before the 
troops could get through the passes, and enter into 
that kingdom, certain Omras, attached to my inter- 
ests, who had been obliged by compulsion to join 
in that rash enterprize, availing themselves of an 
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opportunity, brought me the head of the rebel com- 
mander. 

As my forces were near, 1 visited a second time 
that ever verdant garden, and gratified my mind 
and senses with the beauties of that luxuriant spot. 
The above-mentioned circumstances occasioned a 
delay in the departure of your ambassador. 

As the standards of prosperity were moving to- 
wards my capital (on my return), I received intelli- 
gence of the death of Movvlana ilossein, who fell a 
victim to the disease the cholera morbus . This 
event has been a source of much affliction to me, 
and has induced me to despatch to your court, the 
flower of sanctity, and the cream of purity, Khaujuh 
Ashruf, who is an old servant of my family ; and 
to entrust to him several very friendly communica- 
tions, which, together with the present state of af- 
fairs, he will represent to your enlightened under- 
standing, and duly explain the treaties and com- 
pacts which, through the medium of epistolary cor- 
respondence, have taken place between us. My 
hopes from your amity and regard are, that you 
will continually refresh the garden of my mind 
with the exhilirating intelligence of your welfaie. 
God is all in all — all else is vanity. 
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A FIRMAUN 


ISSUED BY THE EMPEROR AKBER, 

On the Appointment of Shahbaz Khan to the Soohahdary of Mahoah 


Whereas it has been the primary object of this 
suppliant at the court of Omnipotence, from his 
accession to the imperial throne, when he first took 
refuge under the shadow of the Most High, that all 
the inhabitants of his dominions, and subjects of 
every description, those invaluable trusts and depo- 
sits of the eternal and almighty God, (whose thresh- 
old is seated in the sublimity of glory and mag- 
nificence,) by enjoying freedom of mind and bo- 
dily comfort, beneath the shade of justice and be- 
neficence, might exercise their tongues with joy 
and alacrity, in thanksgivings to God, which is the 
means of increasing the bounties of heaven, and of 
perpetuating prosperity. God be praised, that in 
conformity to our hearty desire, these our inten- 
tions have been constantly realized and reduced to 
practice ; for our nobles, being endowed with great- 
ness of mind, and our governors innately disposed 
to dispense justice, the coin of their services hav- 
ing been tried by the touchstone of our sublime ap- 
probation, have trodden invariably in the direct 
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paths of virtue and justice, in all parts of the pro- 
tected dominions, and so administered law and 
equity, that through the blessings entailed on such 
laudable conduct, they have become objects of royal 
fa vour,and been promoted to high ranksand dignities. 
And more especially, in consideration of the super- 
eminent and incomparable fidelity and attachment of 
Shalibaz Khan Nizameddeen, whose life is devoted 
to the service of the slate ; he being the pillar of 
sublime royalty, the counsellor, and minister of the 
affairs o^our glorious empire, the near attendant in 
the imperial court, who from the perfection of his 
loyalty, being most deserving of confidence, is the 
centre of our munificence and regard, and ever since 
the commencement of our reign to this period, bath 
been fully apprized of our most secret intentions, 
having been constantly nourished by our special 
notice, and who, from his first entrance into office 
until now, hath executed every trust committed to 
his charge, in all respects conformably to our noble 
and exalted mind, and in reward of his eminent 
virtues, has been distinguished by a daily increase 
of good fortune : we do now, out of the abundance 
of our liberality and favour, command and direct, 
that Soubah Malwah, the most excellent of delightful 
regions, be entrusted to his management, with full 
and unlimited power to contract and aunul, to bind 
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and release, in all affairs of government relative to 
the same; the power of adjusting all important mat- 
ters of the revenues, and weighty concerns of the 
Jageerdars and Zemindars, being fully, completely, 
and absolutely vested in him ; in order that he may 
be able to exert himself the more effectually in 
promoting the general prosperity of the cities and 
towns of that Soubah, and particularly in augment- 
ing the collections, by an increase of agriculture 
in those lands which pay revenue, and by restoring 
to cultivation such spots as have fallen waste ; also 
in preserving good order and discipline amongst 
the troops, and in repairing fortifications: and he 
shall use his utmost endeavours to conciliate the 
hearts of our subjects by affability, by expelling 
and eradicating all incendiaries and rebels, by 
strengthening the weak, by punishing oppressors, 
and redressing the injured, to the perfect establish- 
ment of harmony and good order : and moreover, 
he is to take care that the pay of the troops and 
Omrahs, and the dependants of the Munsabdars be 
issued to every individual, in exact conformity to 
the rates established by the sublime court, and see 
that the same be fully and regularly discharged out 
of the current collections. 

And all the principal Omrahs, all Jageerdars, 
and Zemindars of that Soubah, being inform- 
ed of the absolute authority with which he is 
invested, are hereby required not to depart from 
his advice and good counsel, which cannot fail to 
be given in conformity to our royal pleasure, and 



91 


||Lo>X> 4£»L<£JL&» |ilp :| 

' l J 

JJ** ^iXLJ! JSLSI^J 

{Jy^As^ j jj j aHj J a£ Jk*4lj 

* **» > 

S-y* 5 ci^^yo ^ ^ j C^!r* ji?*** ) 

JLajuLJ ^ ^luUuA* gii j c^^j * aju*££ 

' ' r 

u Uji^o JjJUj ^Utis Axxxp C^ilj 

^ *** &^3 * * <J+fl ^ J> ^1^0. 

||ti d& L W./'SVL# ^XXjU ^ j ijLiJbix** *<UjJjZ 

(J^lj i}^' 0 J/* Jlj jO ^ 

* &Jy* 

} *'j'* ^ j&4» j ^laft <*9?]/*^ *& Job 

f / / 

K»yc u^to l y AjJt y U^ <ilU I Sd*£ d J 

c'!y* **<]/* ^ o jjsju,^ 



92 


of being consonant to the immutable laws of the 
Koran, so that whenever he may require their pre- 
sence, they must necessarily obey li is summons amt 
attend him, W'ithout any pretext for negligence or 
delay. 

And this mandate, obeyed by all the world, and 
immutable as the decrees of fate, further directs, 
that if any person do act in contradiction to the 
advice and good counsel of that pillar of the stale 
(Skabaz Khan ), lie shall deprive such offender of 
his Jageer lands, and represent his conduct to the 
presence, in order that some loyal subject of the 
sublime threshold may be appointed in his stead, 
so that t lie links of the chain of order and good 
government may preserve their strength and con- 
nexion; and on (he same principle, lie shall religi- 
ously observe all royal laws, customs, and • usages, 
as forming the basis and pillars of the palace of the 
Khalifat : and know ing that our mind, the s*ui of 
inspiration, is continually intent on his happiness 
and welfare, let him assure himself of a daily 
accession of favour and regards. 

As the imperial armies, resplendent like the stars, 
will shortly turn their view to the conquest of the 
Decan, the princes of that quarter, through their 
negligence, having suffered oppressors to extend the 
arm of rapacity ; and moreover, from being ignorant 
of the value of royal favour, are deficient in the 
most indispensable points of duty ; the aforesaid 
pillar of the state (Sliabaz Khan) is hereby required 
to repair to his government with all expedition, aud 
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to make snck preparatory disposition of the troops 
under his command, as shall entitle him to com- 
mendation. When the auspicious standards move 
towards Gwalior for the purpose of hunting, he, 
together with all the Jageerdars of Soubah Malwah, 
will receive our sublime command to proceed to 
the Decan, in order to relieve that country from 
the distresses under which it now labours. He shall 
exert every means in his power to secure the peace 
and comfort of all the inhabitants of the Decan, the 
troops, and other subjects ; but before any com- 
pulsive measures are taken, all persons making due 
submission to our imperial government, are to be 
assured of protection under the shadow of the 
Almighty, forasmuch as our holy nature is the seat 
of forgiveness and favour. 
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A FIRMAN OF THE EMPEROR AKRER, 

prohibiting the Collection of certain Duties . 


To the Muttesedies now in office, as well as fliose 
who may be employed hereafter, and to the superiu-' 
tendants of all affairs relative to the prolecied 
dominions, be it known, that at this time of happy 
disposition, being the seventh year of the second 
decade of our accession to the imperial llironc, the 
commencement of the blooming spiing of felicity 
and auspiciousness, and opening of the dawn of 
dignity and elegance, this mandate, the frontispiece 
of justice, and in the basis of munificence, is dis- 
played in the fullest effulgence and magnificence. 
M lierras the divine laws and magniiiceul com- 
maiidnients of the eternal kingdom of the Most 
High, glorious in t lie majesty of holiness, which 
having been formed in t lie immensity of wisdom, 
gi\e motion to the chain of temporal affairs, and 
govern all events in ihe circle of exigence and 
dissolution, have directed, that fur the order and 
good government of cities and kingdoms, there 
should lie certain established regulations, which are 
in tact the ligaments of the body politic, as com- 
prising all matters concerning residents and .so- 
journers, labourers and merchants, and have com- 
manded that the same do obtain form and dignity, 
by the aid and support of just, and munificent mun- 
archs : and duties levied on articles exposed to sale 
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in the public markets, compose one of the kinds of 
tribute, by which means alone victorious and auspi- 
cious troops, the defenders of lives and property, 
and protectors of the temporal and spiritual con- 
cerns of mankind, are maintained and disciplined ; 
but this particular species of taxation must, how- 
ever, be weighed in the balance of moderation, by. 
persons of judgment and integrity, who know the 
intrinsic value of the coin and goods belonging to 
this world, and the next ; and can ascertain the 
worth of spiritual and temporal jewels and riches, 
as without such discretion, every undertaking will 
terminate in confusion, by the perversion of good 
into evil. Thanksgiving is due unto God, in that 
from the beginning of our equitable reign, all the 
thoughts of our heart, and inward deliberations 
being governed by motives of justice and magnani- 
mity, have invariably tended to the true prosperity 
of all men, and more especially to the benefit of our 
subjects, who are virtually the children and depo- 
sits of God. Praised be the Lord, that by means 
of the splendid light of justice, the extensive regi- 
ons of Hindoostan, and the whole of the protected 
dominions, is the fountain of various comforts and 
blessings, and the sanctuary for travellers from the 
seven climates ; and further, at this time, out of the 
abundance and perfection of our merciful nature 
and disposition, I tie effectual order, and determinate 
command, is hereby issued and promulgated with 
nobleness and grandeur, to the following effect, \iz. 
that on all kinds of seed and grain ; plants used for 
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seed, or medicine; on oil, sal t, and sugar, or per* 
futnes in general ; ami on all sorts of cotton, linen, 
and woollen stuffs and manufactures ; as well as fur- 
niture made of leather; on copper utensils, wooden 
ware, fuel, reeds, and grass ; and on all other things, 
articles, goods, and chattels, necessary to the sup- 
port of all men, and which may be considered as 
the property of great and small, comprising the 
means of their subsistence, excepting only horses, 
elephants, camels, sheep, goats, warlike weapons, 
and silken studs ; on all the rest, we have remitted 
every tax of Tumgha Boj,zekat and one per cent., 
and all other duties great and small, which used to 
be collected throughout the protected dominions ; 
and in that the officers of government have been 
used hitberto to exact these duties, lias proceeded 
from motives of prudence, in order that the exten- 
sive arm of rapacity might not reach the weak, nor 
the foot of oppression be suffered to trample on tile 
heads of those of low degree: but now that the 
minds of all men throughout the universe are im- 
pressed with awe of the imperial power and majes- 
ty; and that the beams of justice and beneficence 
have diffused their influence over all parts; so we, 
in manifestation of onr gratitude towards the real 
Dispenser of bounties, do hereby fully and com- 
pletely remit all duties on the articles above recit- 
ed, and which were an abundant source of public 
revenue, nevertheless reserving the seven particulars 
set apart as peculiarly appertaining to the rights of 
government. 
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It beliovetli our fortunate sons, together with our 
renowned nobles, and the principal officers of the 
weighty concerns of the soubahs, the governors of 
territories, jageerdars stationed in cities, collectors 
of the royal revenues, tax-gatherers in towns and 
villages, as well as those placed on roads and at 
ferries, the guards and watchmen of the roads and 
ways, zemindars on the boundaries, and all persons 
of consideration throughout our dominions, careful- 
ly to attend to the contents of our sublime mandate, 
and hold it their indispensable duty to promulgate 
the commands obeyed by all the world, and not 
omit the performance of the minutest particle there- 
in required. 
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A FIRMAN OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY. 

The Reviver of Religion, Mohammed Aurungzebe Alumgeer.the Cham 
pion of the Faith, A, H. 1079, or A. 1). 1668, concerning Tribute . 


To the trusty Mohammed Hashem*, whose hope is 
in the royal favour, be it known — that since, by the 
blessings of the grace and favour of the Lord of the 
earth, and of the heavens, whose benefits are great 
and universal, it has ever been our desire, so to 
guide the reins of inclination in our exalted de- 
signs, as to conform to the sacred text, which says, 
“ Of a truth the Lord commandeth, that you act 
with justice and with righteousness ;** so it is our 
earnest wish, in all our arrangements of weight and 
momeut, to follow the laws prescribed by the most 
excellent of created beingsf (upon whom, and upon 
his posterity and companions, be the suhlimest bless- 
ings and peace), and by continually revolving in 
our enlightened mind, “that the earth and the 
heavens stand firm through justice,” perform our 
devotions towards Providence, and venerate his 
commands, by shewing pity and indulgence towards 
our subjects of every degree. 

Wherefore, on the present fortunate occasion, we 
have caused to be issued this sublime mandate, the 


* Dewan of Ahmedabad. 


f Mohammed. 
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the emblem of justic'e, in order that the Mutteseed- 
dies and Aumils now in office, as well as those who 
may be hereafter employed in the affairs of the 
protected dominions of Hindoostan, from one extre- 
mity to the other, be informed in all points con- 
cerning the tribute, as to the quantity and mode 
directed in the enlightened law of the pure and. 
bright religion, to this edict are subjoined the dis- 
tinctions which are approved as being ascertained 
from good and authentic traditions, and according 
to which they are to make the collections. They 
shall not require an annual renovation of this edict, 
but assure themselves, that anv deviation therefrom 
will make them liable both to temporal and eternal 
punishment. 

First. They must shew' the ryotts every kind of 
favour and indulgence, enquire into their circum- 
stances, and endeavour by w holesome regulation, 
and wise administration, to engage them with 
hearty good will, to labour towards the increase 
-of agriculture, so that jio lands may be neglected 
that are capable of cultivation. 

Second. From the commencement of the year, they 
shall, as far as they are able, acquire information 
of the circumstances of every husbandman, whether 
they are employed in cultivation, or have neglected 
it. Then those who have the ability they shall excite 
and encourage to cultivate their land ; and if they 
require indulgence in any particular instances, let 
it be granted them ; but if, upon examination, it 
shall be found, that some who have the ability, and 
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Are assisted with water, nevertheless have neglected to 
cultivate their lauds, they shall admonish and threat- 
en, and use force and stripes. In Kheraj Mowuz- 
zeff, they shall acquire information of the conduct 
of the proprietors of land, from whom this tribute 
is to be collected, whether they cultivate or not ; 
and if they learn that the husbandmen are unable to 
provide the implements of husbandry, they shall 
advance them money from government, in the way 
of Tukawy, and take a security. 

Third. InKhiraj Mowuzzeff, if the proprietor of the 
land, from want of means of providing the imple- 
ments of husbandry, has been unable to cultivate 
it, or has deserted, leaving the land uncultivated, 
they shall either give the land in farm, or allow an- 
other to cultivate it on account of the proprietors. 
In case it is given in farm, they shall take the tri- 
bute out of the farm : or if it is cultivated by an- 
other, from the proprietor’s share, and if any balauce 
remains, cause it to be sent to the proprietor. Or 
they shall appoint a person to succeed the proprie- 
tor, who shall cultivate the land, and after pajing 
the tribute, whatever remains, he shall apply to his 
own use. When the proprietors of the land shall 
again have the ability to cultivate them, they shall 
be restored to them. If a person deserts, leaving 
bis land uncultivated, they shall not give it in farm 
during the remainder of ihat year, but after the 
expiration of that year, they shall give it in farm. 

Fourth. Let them obtain information of the par- 
cels of land which, having fallen into disuse, have 
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not been restored to cultivation. If they are situat- 
ed amongst highways and roads, let them be annex- 
ed to the neighbouring city or town, that somebody 
may cultivate them. If they are of other descrip- 
tions, let them examine the state of such lands. 
Pro\ided some part is cultivated, but is not very 
hopeful, they shall not give molestation on account 
of the tribute of such land. If there are but small 
hopes from the remainder (of bringing it back in- 
to cultivation), or if it has been all along unculti- 
vated, in both cases, if that land is proprietary, the 
proprietor being present, and capable of cultivat- 
ing it, let them admonish him to cultivate it. But 
if that land is not proprietary, or the proprietor is 
not known, let them give it to a person who is ca- 
pable of cultivating it. Then, if the farmer is a 
Mussulman, and the aforesaid land is situated in 
the neighbourhood of Usheree lands, let them agree 
with him for Usher*. If it lies near Kheerajee land, 
or the farmer is an infidel, they shall positively ex- 
act from him the Kheraj (Vlowuzzeff). In a case 
where (such) Kheraj is not proper, they shall, ac- 
cording to the exigency of the occasion, settle a 
rate of each Beegah, which is called Kheraj Meket- 
taat, or else settle for half of the established share 
of the produce, which is called Mokossimehj*. If 
the proprietor is known, but is totally incapable of 
cultivating the land, provided that land heretofore 
was settled for Kheraj Mokossimeh, let them act 

* A tenth of the produce, 
f A rule ol division, in rateable proportion. 



Ill 


* J& * b5U J , iijUi ^ }j y* 

^ C U 1 I ** IMj,; ^ y | ^ . ^u; 

^ Lf^ u u) T J* J * ^>ij ^1) ' J^. J\j) ^ 

e/^V o’ Jlji*V jtjtj a# ^ j 1,1 ^ o* ^1 
)j ^ uu-J 

L^«*J VlJjL* ^T yi J * ^U £ }J y^ fS jjj^ jjJU 

^ aAb a ^ | ; ^T cuJ J^ JUIU U 


3 d4t * W UU-^ ^U| ,?| *ajUi U^l Ij 

# ^s/, ^ . 1 ^ ^ ^ ^1 ^ 

uaiJ A*vyif ^*-u ^ ^1 

ui-UUJ^jUj JjUi O-OJ ^l^i. ^ Jij jLUJJ ^ 

ai,/ i-WL.' ^ lyi jfcM, ^ ^ 


If ^ ** *^ ai JJi *JLlj jJJJ ^ 

' ✓ C-- 7 

«/*** *V (A* u&tf-jfl j * tijKmjju JL.U ju-tsi 

/ 

e/^'V CUcl ^1 ^,1* 



112 


conformably to the directions' hereinafter given. 
If it was not Mokossimeh, they shall not give any 
molestation for Usher or for Kheraj Mowuzzeff; 
but in case of distress having advanced him Taka, 
wy, they shall make him employ himself in cul* 
lhation. 

Fifth, If the proprietor of a piece of uncultivated 
ground be knowrn, let them leave it to him, and not 
suffer any other to possess it. If the proprietor there- 
of is not known, and the soil is not promising, they 
shall, accoiding to (lie best of their judgment, give 
it to any one they shall think capable of managing 
it; and if such an one do properly cultivate it, they 
shall consider him the proprietor. If the land is 
capable of a particular species of cultivation, and 
he acts in a manner that prevents such a return 
from the soil (as might, with proper management, 
be obtained), they shall hinder him from so doing : 
and they shall prevent him from enjoying the pro- 
fits, nor shall they allow any person to possess such 
land, or to be considered as the proprietor. 

Sixth. In a place where neither Usher nor Kheraj 
Mowuzzeff are jet settled agriculture, they shall 
act as directed in the law. In case of Kheraj 
(Mowuzzeff), they shall settle for such a rate, that 
the ryotts may not be ruined by the lands ; and 
they shall not on any account exact beyond the va- 
lue of half of the produce, notwithstanding any par- 
ticular ability to pay more. 1 u a place where one 
or the other is fixed, they shall take w'hat has been 
agreed for, provided that in Kheraj Mowuzzeff it 
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does not exceed the half (of the produce in money), 
that the ryotts may not be ruined. But if (what is 
settled appears to be too much), they shall reduce 
the former Klieraj to w hat shall be found propor- 
tionate to their ability ; however, if the capacity 
exceeds the settlement, they shall not take more. 

Seventh. Commutations of Mowuzzetf and Mo- 
kossimeh are allowable, provided the ryotts are 
satisfied, but otherwise they shall not make such 
alterations. 

Eighth. The season for demanding the Kheraj 
Mowuzzeff on every species, is when the harvest is 
fit for reaping; therefore from every particular 
species that shall arrive at that stale, they shall 
take the proportion of tribute. 

Ninth. When a field that, pays Kheraj Mowuzzeflf 
suffers a partial injury, they shall make a careful 
investigation thereof, and shall allow a fair and 
equitable deduction, according to the degree of in- 
jury; and iu taking the tribute for the remainder, 
they shall do it iu such manner, that the ryotts 
may enjoy a complete half of what the crop ought 
to have produced. 

Tenth. In Kheraj Mowuzzeflf, whosoever, notwith- 
standing he possesses the ability to cultivate his 
own laud, and meets w ith no impediment, never- 
theless suffers it to be cultivated, let them exact 
the tribute from other means. If in particular 
places, from inundation, or from want of rain, be- 
fore the reaping of the harvest, it suffers such a de- 
gree of injury, that the seed thereof doth not come 
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to his hand, and there remain not sufficient time 
to cultivate again that year, they shall consider 
the tribute to have ceased. But if the injury shall 
happen after* the reaping, even if there be a total 
loss, such as having been eaten by cattle, 8cc. or if 
there remain sufficient time for a second cultiva- 
tion (in that year), they shall exact the tribute. 

Eleventh. If the proprietor of land paying Mo- 
wuzzeff, cultivates it himself, and dies before he has 
paid the tribute of that year, and the harvest comes 
to the hands of his heirs, they shall exact the tri- 
bute from the heirs. If the aforesaid defunct died 
before he had cultivated the land, and there was 
not remaining sufficient time for cultivating it in 
that year, they shall not exact any thing. 

Twelfth. In Mowuzzeff; if the proprietor gives 
his own ground in farm, or lends it to another, 
and the farmer or borrower cultivates it, the tri- 
bute shall be exacted from the proprietor. If ei- 
ther of them makes a garden on it, they shall de- 
mand the tribute from the farmer, or the borrower. 
If any one takes possession of such tributary land 
and denies having done so, provided the proprietor 
has witnesses, and the usurper has cultivated the 
ground, they shall not exact the tribute from the 
usurper ; but if he has not cultivated it, they shall 
not exact the tribute from either. If the usurper 
acknowledges the fact, and the proprietor can pro- 
duce witnesses, they shall exact the tribute from 
the proprietor. In case of mortgage, they shall act 
the same as directed concerning the usurper, pro- 
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vided the mortgagee has cultivated the land with- 
out the permission of the mortgager. 

Thirteenth. In Klieraj Mowuzzeff ; if a person sells 
part <tf his own such tributary land, which is ara- 
ble, and produces only one crop in the year, provid- 
ed there remains sufficient time to cultivate it in 
that year, and the buyer has taken possession, (see- 
ing that) if he wishes to cultivate in that year, no- 
body can hinder him, then the tribute shall be 
exacted from him; but otherwise shall be taken 
from the seller. If it produces two crops in one 
year, one* of which has been engaged by the seller, 
and the other by the buyer, the tribute shall be 
equally divided between them. If on thatland there 
is a crop fit for reaping, the tribute shall be taken 
from the seller. 

Fourteenth. In Mowuzzeff ; if any person builds a 
house upon his own ground, which was cultivated, 
he shall pay the same tribute that he paid before, and 
the same if he has planted trees that do not produce 
fruit. If a cultivated spot that paid the Kheraj 
Mowuzzeff is converted into a garden, and the whole 
closely planted with fruit trees, they shall exact two 
rupees twelve annas, being the rate for a garden, al- 
though the trees have not yielded fruit, excepting 
upon vines and almond trees, which tribute is not 
due until they bear fruit ; but when they produce 
fruit, they shall exact from them two rupees twelve 
annas, upon the supposition, that a lawful beegah 
measuring forty-five shajehany, or sixty lawful guz 
square, will equal five rupees eight annas ; but 
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otherwise they shall take half of the actual produce. 
If the value of the produce is less than a fourth of a 
rupee, in the proportion of one seer, out of live sha- 
jeliauy seers of grain, they shall not take it accord- 
ing to such deficiency. If an infidel sells his land 
to a Mussulman, notwithstanding his being a Mus- 
sulman, they shall exact tribute. 

Fifteenth . If any one dedicates his own ground to 
the use of a public burying ground, or for a serai, 
they shall consider the tribute to have ceased. 

Sixteenth. In Kheraj Mokossimeh ; every one who 
is not the hereditary proprietor of such Kheraj land, 
whether infidel or Mussulman, having bought it or 
taken it in mortgage, shall receive the profits (with 
permission of government) from whatever is pro- 
duced on that land : they shall exact the settled rate 
of tribute, provided it be not more than half (of the 
produce), in. which case they shall reduce it 5 but if 
it be less than the third, they shall increase it as far 
as they may deem fit. 

Seventeenth. If the proprietor of Mokossimeh land 
dies and leaves not any heirs, in giving that land in 
farm, or to be cultivated, &c. they shall act in the 
manner already directed under the head of Mowuz- 
zeff. 

Eighteenth. In Mokossimeh; if an injury happens 
to the harvest, upon as much as is damaged, they 
shall not exact the tribute ; and whether the injury 
happens to the grain before or after reaping, they 
shall exact the tribute from only what remains 
good. 
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PLATO'S INSTRUCTIONS TO ARISTOTLE. 


VROM THE UKLACK NASSEHY. 


Know God and keep liis commandments. Value 
not the learned for the abundance of their erudition; 
but prefer those who abstain from wickedness and 
strife. 

Letyourown pursuits be confined to learning and 
teaching. 

Ask not of God those things which perisli in the 
enjoyment, but pray to him for durable benefits. 

Be ever on your guard ; for vice hath many ways 
of compassing its designs. 

Wish not for the accomplishment of any thing that 
is not lawful. 

Know, that the divine vengeance on the creature is 
not indicted in wrath, but by way of instruction 
and warning. 

Be not satisfied with an easy life, unless it lead to a 
reputable death. 

Incline not to sleep, neither take rest until you 
have examined yourself on these three points: 
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1. Whether, in the course of the preceding day, you 
have committed any crime. 

2. Whether you have in any shape improved your- 
self. 

3. Whether you have neglected the performance 
of any duty. ’ 

Keep in your remembrance what you were before 
your existence, and to what condition you vv ill be 
reduced after death. 

Injure no one, since the affairs of this world are in 
a state of decline. 

Unhappy is that man who neglecteth to consider 
his latter end, and refraineth not from evil. 

Place not your dependance on external benefits. 

In bestowing alms on the needy, wait not for 
their supplication. 

Account not him a philosopher, who taketli de- 
light in worldly gratifications : or who cannot bear 
adversity. 

Always keep death in your remembrance, and 
take example from the dead. 

That man is accounted insignificant, who either 
uses many unprofitable words, or who gives informa- 
tion on matters that have not been enquired of him. 
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O Aristotle, know and understand, that whoso- 
ever intendeth evil to another, hath himself consent- 
ed unto evil. 

Ponder well, then speak, and then execute. 

Be friendly to all men. 

Be not soon angry, lest anger become habitual 
unto you. 

Defer not the relief of the indigent until to- 
morrow, for thou knowest not what to-morrow 
may produce. 

Assist all who are in trouble, excepting those 
who are enslaved by their own evil courses. 

Decide not before you have heard both sides ; lis- 
ten not to the report of one party only. Be not a 
philosopher of words suited to this world, but of 
deeds ; for the latter will accompany you to the 
next, and there remain. 

If you suffer pain in doing good, the pain is 
temporary, but the good enduretli ; and if you ob- 
tain the gratification of any vicious desire, the gra- 
tification ceaseth, but the vice remaineth. 

Reflect on that day w hen men shall call on your 
name, wdiilst you shall be deprived of the faculties 
of speech, and hearing, and recollection. Know of 
a truth, that you are going to a place where you can 
distinguish neither friend nor foe; therefore in 
this life call no man worthless. Whither you are 
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going, the master and the slave are upon a level : 
therefore in this life behave not proudly towards 
any one. O Aristotle, make provision for that jour- 
ney, for you know not the hour of your departure. 

Know that of all the benefits which God hath be- 
stowed, none is superior to philosophy. 

A philosopher is one, whose thoughts, words, and 
actions concur in virtue. 

Return good for good ; and forgive injuries. 

Examine yourself diligently. 

Accountitnot a hardship to perform any moment- 
ous duty respecting futurity ; but do it without 
reluctance. 

Let all your actions concentre in virtue. Use not 
any evil means for effecting a good purpose. 

Quit not a real good for transient pleasure; as in 
so doing, you would forfeit everlasting happiuess. 

Encourage the study of philosophy ; and listen to 
the words of philosophers. 

Divest yourself of worldly lusts ; and refrain not 
from laudable actions. 

Begin not any business before the proper time ; 
and after commencing, exercise your judgment. 

Be neither proud in prosperity, nor suffer your- 
self to be dejected and despondent in adversity. 

Conduct business in such a manner with your 
friend, that there may be no cause for litigation. 
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And so manage with your enemy, (hat should he 
appeal to the judge, your cause may prevail. 

Be condescending to all men ; and mistake not 
humanity for meanness of spirit. 

In whatever you excuse yourself, exact not the 
performance of the same from your neighbour. 

Delight not in idleness ; and place no reliance on 
fortune. 

Be never ashamed of a virtuous action. 

Quarrel not with any one. 

Be constantly assiduous in the practice of jus. 
tice, and of every other virtue. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


No. 1. 

LETTER FROM AGA HUSSUN. 

Received 1th January , 1803. 

Reflecting on jour Lordship’s distinguished 
favour and kindness, which is ever directed towards 
those who are afflicted in estate, I now take occa- 
sion to inform jour Lordship, that to the lime of my 
present address, being the ]5th of Rejeb, iny bor- 
rowed life has been prolonged, and that I ain enga- 
ged in daily and nightly prayers for your Lordship’s 
increase of years, prosperity, fame, and power. 

Major Malcolm has been here; and front the pe- 
riod of his arrival to that of his departure, he mani- 
fested the utmost sympathy in our distress, and ad- 
ministered consolation to us in a distinguished man- 
ner. He was pleased to send away the majority 
of my attendants, leaving a few here, under cir- 
cumstances of ease and comfort, to remain near my 
person ; and actuated by friendship and kindness 
generally accomplished the objects which were ex* 
pedient for the interests of both states. 
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He also administered to me, on the part of your 
Lordship, the ornament of the age, every office of 
comfort and alleviation of my sufferings, and mani- 
fested the utmost degree of kindness. Previously 
to the arrival of that gentleman, however, the hon- 
ourable the governor (whose good qualities and 
eminent virtues neither the powers of speech nor 
those of the pen can adequately express) was en- 
gaged day and night in administering comfort and 
relief to us, and in manifesting the most tender and 
affectionate commiseration for our sufferings. All 
this kindness on the part of these gentleman, evi- 
dently originates with your Lordship. May the 
Almighty ever continue to extend your Lordship’s 
shadow over the heads of the low and humble ! From 
your Lordship’s universal kindness, 1 trust that 
your Lordship, considering me as long as 1 live, to 
be among the number of adherents and well-wishers 
of the British Government, will, wherever 1 may be, 
continue to confer honour and distinction on me 
among my equals by your gracious letters. To 
add more were to exceed the bounds of respect. 

May Aga Mohummud Hussun’s humble respects 
be accepted by your Lordship. 
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No. 2. 

Declaration of his Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General , 6fc. 6fc. 6fc . addressed to the 
surviving Relations and Attendants of the de- 
ceased Haujee K hut lee Khaun , late Ambassador 
from his Persian Majesty to the Governor Gene- 
ral in Council. 

[ Written 1 7th August, 1802.] 

The solicitude of the British Government in India 
to strengthen and improve the relations of amity 
and honourable alliance with his Majesty the King 
of Persia, has been manifested by the most signal 
acts of systematic policy, and has been publicly 
acknowledged by all the states of Asia. The pecu- 
liar splendour of the embassy which conveyed the 
testimonies of my respect and attachment to his 
Majesty’s presence, the extraordinary honours with 
which his Majesty’s Ambassador was received under 
my express orders on his Excellency’s arrival in 
the British territories, the zeal and assiduity dis- 
played by the Government of Bombay, and by 
ail ranks of British subjects at that settlement, to 
conciliate the good will of the Persian Ambassador, 
and the public preparations conducted under my 
immediate and personal directions for his Excel- 
lency’s reception with the most distinguished solem- 
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nity and honour, at the seat of the supreme Bri- 
tish authority in India, have afforded sufficient de- 
monstrations to the world of my high consideration 
for the dignity of the Persian monarch, and of my 
uniform intention to evince that unalterable senti- 
ment towards the accredited representative of his 
royal person. 

Reviewing these incontrovertible testimonies of 
my anxiety to establish a friendly and honourable 
alliance with the power of Persia on the most solid 
foundations, his Majesty and all the states of Asia 
will anticipate the deep affliction and anguish of 
mind with which 1 have a itnessed the sudden inter- 
ruption of our bright and happy prospects, by a 
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disaster which as far eluded the scope of human 
prudence and foresight, as it surpassed the ordina* 
ry extent of human calamity and the common vicis- 
situdes of fortune. To this awful dispensation of 
Providence, 1 submit with resignation, but not with- 
out hope. 

In the most painful moments of my disappoint- 
ment and grief, I have derived considerable conso- 
lation from the reflection, that as I have hitherto as- 
siduously employed every possible effort to culti- 
vate a lasting friendship and harmony of interests 
between his Persian Majesty and the British Go- 
vernment, my amicable sentiments have been uni- 
formly returned with equal cordiality by the aus- 
picious disposition of that illustrious sovereign. 

A dreadful, unforeseen, and uncontrollable cala- 
mity has intervened to afflict both slates with mu- 
tual sorrow and consternation, and to retard the 
completion of their reciprocal wishes; but not to 
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suspend their established friendship by groundless 
jealousy and unjust suspicion, not to frustrate 
the natural and propitious result of their united 
counsels, not to destroy the fruits of their mature 
wisdom and justice, nor to dissolve those sacred 
engagements by which they had cemented the foun- 
dations of durable concord, secured the channels 
of free intercourse and beneficial communication, 
and enlarged the sources of their common safety, 
prosperity, and glory. 

Entertaining a due sense of the value and impor- 
tance of those engagements to both states, 1 shall 
pursue with unabated confidence and perseverance, 
the policy on which the subsisting treaties are 
founded, and the amicable and earnest exertions 
by which they were obtained. The pursuit of this 
course cannot ultimately fail to attain success. 
The calamity which we have suffered is a just sub- 
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ject of lamentation, but its consequences are not 
irretrievable. From the reciprocal condolence of 
the two states may arise new motives of combined 
interest, and additional securities of amity and al- 

■ V ‘ 

liance. A zealous interchange of the offices of hu- 
nrhmity, a concurrent sense of common sorrow, and 
the conscious certainty of mutual sincerity and 
good faitli, may lead to a more intimate union of 
sentiments and views; and the temporary suspension 
of this important embassy may tend to ensure and 
improve the benefits of our actual connection. 

Supported by these hopes, and relying on the 
justice and integrity of the principles and motives 
which have actuated the Britisli Government, 1 
trust that the progress of our renewed intercourse 
with your illustrious sovereign, will gradually ob- 
literate the remembrance of this fatal and unparal- 
leled disaster, and will amply compensate to my 
mind for its actual distress, by the final accom- 
plishment of the same salutary plans of. .policy, 
which had rendered a personal interview with your 
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lamented master the object of my most cordial 
wishes, and of my most anxious expectation. 

To repair the severe loss sustained by his un- 
timely decease, to demonstrate my sincere respect 
.for his memory, and my unfeigned regret that he 
should have fallen by a violent death, within the 
British dominions, and in the immediate exercise 
of functions which the Ians and usages of all civi- 
lized nations have rendered sacred, it is my prima- 
ry duty to administer to his surviving relations and 
attendants every office of humanity and friendly 
compassion, every attainable comfort and allevia- 
tion of their just gjrief, and every possible compen- 
sation of the injuries w hich they have suffered. 

In endeavouring to discharge this duty, I have 
selected an officer, who was recently vested with 
the honourable character of envoy from' this Govern- 
ment to the court of Persia, and who now occupies 
the most confidential station in my family. 
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That officer is directed to proceed immediately 
to Bombay, and to afford to you in my name, such 
effectual aid and assistance, and such testimonies of 
affectionate commiseration, as may tend to mitigate 
your sufferings, and to console your affliction. 

With the same views, I have provided the most 
Speedy means of offering to your royal sovereign 
the respectful expressions of my sincere condolence 
on this disastrous event, and of concerting with 
his Majesty such measures, as may conduct the 
embassy to its original purpose, accelerate the 
favourable issue of every depending question, and 
confirm the subsisting relations between the two 
states in the conciliatory spirit of the recent 
negociations, and on the basis of the treaties already 
concluded. 
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No. 3. 

TO AGA HUSSUN, 

(Nephew of the lute Persian Ambassador. ) 

Written 20 th August , 1 802 . 

I have received your letter (recapitulating it) by 
the hands of iMr. Strachev. The points intrusted 
to Mr. Strachey’s verbal communication, have been 
represented to me. Previously to the receipt of 
that letter, I had been apprised, by the Government 
of Bombay, of the calamity w hich it announces. 

No language can express the astonishment, hor- 
ror, and grief, with which I received the afflicting 
intelligence of the respectable Haujee Khulleel 
Khawn, and of the dreadftd circumstances which 
attended that disastrous event. The loss of Haujee 
Khulleel Khawn (for whose character I entertained 
sentiments of the highest esteem and regard) 
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Would have been a subject of affliction to me 
under any circumstances j my sorrow, on this 
painful occasion, is greatly aggravated by the 
reflection, that this respectable man has fallen by 
the most calamitous accident, in the immediate 
exercise of the high and sacred functions of Ambas- 
sailor to the British Government from his Majesty 
the king of Persia. 

I sincerely lament your misfortunes and suffer- 
ings. I trust, however, that (under Providence) 
the care and skill of those to whom you are in- 
trusted, will restore you to health. The fate of 
those of the late Ambassador’s attendants who un- 
happily lost their lives, and were wounded on this 
melancholy occasion, is an additional aggravation 
of my grief. I can justly estimate the degree 
of distress and affliction which pervades your mind, 
and the minds of the relations and attendants of 
tire late Ambassador on this unhappy occasion. 
JBut it is our duty to submit w ith resignation to 
those dispensations of Providence, which no human 

wisdom can foresee, no human precautions can 
prevent. 
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A declaration, addressed to the surviving rela- 
tions and attendants of the late Ambassador, ex- 
pressive of my sentiments and intentions on this 
calamitous occasion, and notifying the mission of 
Major Malcolm to that Presidency, for the express 
purpose of affording to those persons every degree 
of relief and consolation, which can be administer- 
ed to them under the pressure of this severe dis- 
tress, lias already been transmitted to Bombay. 

Major Malcolm, who now proceeds to that Pre- 
sidency, will apprize you and the late Ambas- 
sador’s relations and attendants, of the arrange- 
ments which I propose to adopt, with a view to af- 
ford to you and to them every possible compensa- 
tion for the loss which vou have sustained. 

* 

The mission of an officer of such high rank and 
confidential station, is an ample testimony of the 
sincerity of ,my affliction, of rny desire to adminis- 
ter effectual consolation to the surviving relations 
and attendants of the deceased Ambassador, and 
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of my high consideration for the exalted station of 
the deceased Ambassador, aud for the royal dignity 
of the illustrious Sovereign whom he represented. 

The course which you have adopted on this un- 
liappy occasion, of awaiting a communication fr#tn 
me, has my entire approbation. The judgment 
and discernment which you have manifested in this 
instance, and the general conduct which you have 
observed under the pressure of your severe suffer- 
ings, has impressed my mind with the highest opi- 
nion of your virtues and talents. 

You will have been apprized by the declaration 
which has been transmitted to Bombay, of my in- 
tention to convey to his Majesty the requisite ex- 
planation of the circumstances of the late calamit- 
ous event ; and I am confident that the statement 
of facts and of your conduct during the transac- 
tion, which his Majesty will receive from me, will 
demonstrate to his Majesty that your conduct ou 
this melancholy occasion has not only been irre- 
proachable, but highly laudable and honourable to 
your own character and to that of your nation, 
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and conformable in every respect to the dignity 
and glory of your powerful Sovereign. 1 am satis- 
fied that the justice and magnanimity of your So- 
vereign will induce him to reward you with tjjpse 
honours and that approbation, to which in my 
judgment you are amply entitled. 

You will receive the further communication of 
my sentiments and intentions from Major Malcolm, 
who will embark for Bombay in the course of a 
few days. In the mean time I request that you 
will continue with all your attendants, at Bombay. 
After Major Malcolm’s arrival, you will be guided 
by his communications and advice. Major Malcolm 
will deliver to you a duplicate of this despatch. 
With a view to afford you the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing a reply to your letter at the earliest practica- 
ble period of time, I deem it advisable to transmit 
the original of this letter by express. 
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No. 4. 

AGA HUSSUN, 

Received 1 5th October , 1802 , 

At a time when our bodies were torn with grief, 
and our souls were agitated with sorrow, your Ex- 
cellences gracious and consolatory letter, the me- 
dium of command, and your Excellency’s decla- 
ration diffusing light and honour, both which may 
be compared to the luminous band of Moses, and 
to the reviving breath of the Messiah, were received 
on the 18th of September: therefore the Honour- 
able Governor Duncan, whose exertions, in imi- 
tation of your Excellency, for the relief and conso- 
lation of the afflicted, for the support and comfort 
of the poor and humble, have no parallel, and com- 
prehend all that is good and virtuous, illumined those 
hearts which were obscured by the darknessof sorrow, 
and involved in the torpor of affliction, — inspired 
them with new life, and afforded them uniinagined 
pleasure, and by the gracious tenor of their contents 
obliterated the memory of former anguish, restored to 
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joy, and raised to distinction from the gloomy depths 
of sorrow. In vain we open our lips to utter praise 
and gratitude in proportion to your Excellency’s 
unexampled goodness ; no power of language can 
express the sense which we entertain of that goodness 
and condescension. Resigning, therefore, that im- 
practicable attempt, I proceed to detail the im- 
mediate purpose of my present address. If any 
vestige of affliction, ifany trace of sorrow at the late 
calamitous event remained upon my mind, it would 
be obliterated by your Excellency’s unbounded good- 
ness, be lost, and be forgotten. The appointment of 
Major Malcolm, of high rank and station, the con- 
fident of the presence, who, under your Excellency’s 
favor and protection, has been raised to the highest 
dignities for the purpose of administering consola- 
tion to the afflicted, has, in particular, filled our 
hearts with joy and gladness. Although thje ab- 
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sence of a gentleman so distinguished for his talents 

and abilities, and so entirely in your Excellency’s 

» 

confidence, must be a subject of extreme regret to 
your Excellency, yet that sense of justice and bene- 
volence towards mankind which distinguishes your 
Lordship’s exalted character, will have superseded 
the sentiments of i egret on this occasion ; for the 
ruling principle of those who tread the path of vir- 
tue, is to prefer the happiness of others to their own 
individual care and comfort. My solicitude to ac- 
knowledge your Excellency’s manifold favours, and 
to declare your boundless goodness, again arrests 
the purpose of my address, and compels me once 
more to offer to your Lordship an imperfect tri- 
bute of gratitude and applause. 1 trust that j our 
Excellency’s magnanimity w ill pardon the prolong- 
ed effusions of a grateful heart, which 1 acknow- 
ledge to be a trespass on the limits of respect, and 
a deviation from the relative obligations of rank and 
inferiority. Let your Excellency now be pleased 
to peruse my proposed narrative. 
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On the day above mentioned, a most respectable 
company, consisting of all the principal persons of 
this place, assembled at my humble dwelling. When 
all the gentlemen, and some of the Kuzzulbaushies 
who attended the embassy, and others who reside 
at Bomhay, had taken their seals, the Honourable 
the Governor rose, and all the gentlemen present 
stood up at the same time. Immediately the respect- 
ed standard of his Persian Majesty was displayed 
on the top of the house, and the Governor deliver- 
ed to me your Evcel leney’s declaration. After hav- 
ing saluted it, and placed it on my head in token 
of respect, 1 sent for my secretary, and caused him 
to read aloud, in the hearing of all present, its elo- 
quent contents, which, from first to last, are replete 
with kindness and benevolence, and which in ele- 
gance of style and composition reach the summit of 
excellence. When the reading was finished, orders 
were given for the drums and trumpets to play. 
The rejoicing sound of the drums and trumpets of 
the Kuzzulbaushies, and the melody of the English 
clarionets, ascended to the skies. At the same time 
the artillerymen, exercising their professional skill 
and alertness, gave voice to the guns which grief 
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and sorrow bad so long rendered silent, and matta 
the sounds of joy and congratulation at the harmo- 
ny subsisting between the two states, to reach the 
ears of far and near. The same assembly was pre- 
sent at an entertainment which, a few days before, 
Syyud Abdool Lutteef prepared with peculiar splen- 
dour at the garden of Parell, in token of thanks for 
my recovery. On both those occasions, the two 
classes of English gentlemen and Kuzzulbaushies 
mingled with the utmost degree of harmony, which 
seemed to me a type of the augmented attachment 
between the two exalted powers. 

Through the aid of the Almighty, and the mag- 
nanimity of my sovereign, in this manner will the 
union and harmony between the two states be esta- 
blished firm and immovable for ever. It is incum- 
bent on your Excellency’s magnanimity to redou- 
ble your endeavours for the corroboration of the ex- 
isting union and friendship, and for remedying the 
interruption of the mutual views of the two nations 
which it has pleased God to occasion by the late 
disastrous event. “ That which thou hast com- 
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menced, bring to a conclusion.” I have gratified 
every individual of the persons attached to the 
embassy by the communication of jour Excellency's 
unbounded goodness and benevolence ; and the 
Honouiable the Governor, with the hand of kindness 
and compassion, has wiped off' every tear from e\ery 
eye. The praj ers of everj individual are offeied up 
to the throne of the Most High for the increase of 
friendship and union between the two states: may 
this our anxious prujei he heaid ! 

P. S. May the humble lespecls of Aga Moll uni - 
mud Hossun be accepted by jour Excellency. 

From the writer, Abdool Lutteef, after his most 
humble lespecls. 

(Co l) PL UT.) 

1 kiss thj footstool a thousand times with the 
lips of submission. 1 long to devote my life to thee. 
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